AP Psychology Reflections September 20, 2012
1. First and foremost I CAN NOT TEACH EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE AP TEST.   There simply just is not enough time for me to do this.  I pick what I think (based on the feedback I have received from previous students) will best help you get the highest possible score on the AP test.  The AP Psychology student needs to be or learn to be a self learner.  This is also the best skill I can help you acquire or improve that will benefit you when you leave MHS.
2. If you’re feeling overwhelmed and confused, please come see me.  There are things we can discuss one on one that will assist you in being successful in this class. 

3. Grading generally takes me a while because I cannot just look over something.  Everything you turn in must be fully assessed, which takes time.  This year is going to a little longer due to the increase in the number of students in AP Psychology. 

4.  Yes, this course provides a well -rounded psychology class. Actually it is better than an introductory course in college.  College professors only teach what they intend to test on, so they do not have to teach the entire textbook and most do not. Since I have to prepare you for a test I do not know what will be on it, I have to teach the entire textbook.  However, since we have to cover the entire textbook we do not have time for in depth study of any one topic.  
5. As for your future, those of you thinking of majoring in psychology this course does several things.  One introduces you to the wide range of topics that exist under the topic.  Two allows you to see if you really are interested in continuing in this field. Three if you are successful on the AP test and your college accepts AP credits then you will not have to take Intro to Psychology and can start taking the course that require the Intro course first.  
6. The random pop quizzes and vocabulary quizzes are here to stay, so stay on top of your readings.  This is the best way for me to verify if you are actually staying on target with the reading and to help you prepare for the AP Psych Exam in May.  There is one vocab quiz for each section. So if there is only one section in the unit, then there is one vocab quiz, if there are multiple sections, like unit 3, then one quiz per section. 
7. I know it seems like you were “bombarded” with work upon returning to school, but this is the speed that this course has to be at in order to complete the book by the middle of April.  This is the pace of the course, well actually we will speed up as the year progresses and you get more adjusted. 
8. Although I have said this several times in class, ALL TESTS WILL BE MUTLIPLE CHOICE UNLESS IT LISTED AS A FRQ TEST.  The FRQ test will all involve application of the vocabulary terms.  In the beginning the FRQs will be chapter specific but as we move through the year, just like the multiple choice tests, several chapters will be incorporated into the question. 
9. The level of the test questions do not change.  So in response does the test get harder not really, however every chapter test can include questions for any or all of the previous chapters.  I’m not sure if that makes the test harder as the year goes on or not. 

10. The additional readings, while not directly on the test, do give a broader understanding of different topics related to psychology.  The more thorough you can understand the topic the better you will be at applying the material on a test.  You will be getting more of these types of assignments, but with questions to guide your reading. 
11. The outlines will not be going away and they are NOT busy work.  The more effort you put into them, the better they will help you. Nothing I do is MENIAL.  Most things you do in the course will be to help with a better understanding of a topic and others are to allow you reflect on who you are or will be.  REMEMBER each chapter is something new and different.  There is very little repeat, so you will not keep doing the same thing with the same material.  Don’t forget the outlines MUST be handwritten. 
12. Power Points

a. They are posted for you to review when we have finished with them.  Not to use as your notes as I go over material. Most of the time when students have them ahead of then you do not pay attention to what is on the screen or being discussed in class.

b. Do not think you can get my only using my power points.  I do not cover all the information you need to know.  

c. As the year progresses the power points will be less definitions and more supplemental that will hopefully aid in the understanding of the material in the text. 

d. You do not have to write down everything on the power point, only that you feel necessary.

e. Since they are posted you should concentrate and write more on what I am saying then trying to write down everything on a slide. 

13. As to all the testing, this course is designed to get you ready for the AP TEST.  So I need you to be able to successfully take tests.  The best way to prepare you for the test is to test and test often. 

14. Calendars are always available on my website.  Changes to the calendar are made on the board and are changed on my website.  I will not make copies every time there is a change, but you can always print out a new one for yourself.  I will make you aware there are changes.  And I generally don’t change the calendar unless a school function or weather forces me to. 
15. All AP classes are weighted at 1.2. This is only used for GPA and class rank.  This does not show on your earned grade.  Hopefully your grades matter to you and you take pride in your work. Colleges like AP class grades to help with determining acceptance.  Also they have a large weight in your GPA and class rank as listed above. But I did have several students not to excel in the class, but still get 3s and 4s on the AP test.  They put a lot of effort into studying for that test.
16. There is only one major group project and you are working on it, The Brain Project.  After this all projects are individual, except one that you can take a partner if you want. 

17. How should you study for this class?  Great question.  
a. First – Start on Quizlet the first.  Work on learning the terms.

b. Second- Start reading the chapter and outlining it each night as broken down on the calendar (If not even a little ahead- not much a night or so.)

c. Third – Before you start the each night spend 5 to 10 minutes on Quizlet and review your outline for another 5 to 10 minutes. 

d. Finally – Read the next section and outline it.  This way your review the terms and your previous notes.

e. In class then you have your outline and can add anything additional you find useful from the lecture.

f. Before the test you should take the self test in the text and then review the answers.  I post them a night or two before the test.  Again go to Quizlet to review the vocab.  Then review my power points that are posted for that chapter and all previous.  There will be questions on all tests from previous chapters, since you need to retain this information until May. 

g. You should be spending somewhere between 1.5 and 2 hours a night on psychology. It is an AP course.

18. We will take a look at serial killers after the AP test.  That is all we will do with Forensic Psychology this year.
19. I like to think the work load stays fairly constant throughout the year. Most of the activities, such as reading the textbook, outlining the chapter, studying for tests & quizzes, monthly current events and monthly TED Talks will always be there.  In addition there are a variety of activities for each unit, such as the T-Shirt assignment and the Brain Project. 

20. This course can help in other aspects of life because psychology touches EVERYTHING.  Psychology is evolving every day. There reason there the answers are not hard and fast is because something new is learned every day that can change what was previously believed. In addition, we do not fully understand how the brain works. 
21. We cover the ENTIRE TEXTBOOK and YES there is a lot of vocab. But knowing the vocab is very important to passing the AP Psych exam.  Also as to WHAT WE COVER, you have the textbook, flip through it. 

22. This class is run fairly close to how college classes are run, so get use to lecture based classes.   Lectures are just that lectures and do not involve the class. Many, many days are note taking (lecture) days.   There are some labs but not many.  With having to finish the textbook by April 15ish, there isn’t a lot of time for this type of activities.  ALSO, YES YOU WILL BE TEACHING A LOT TO YOUR SELF.  Again this is how college classes work. Get used to it. 
23. Other projects will be :

Dream Study

Personal Development

Personality Masks

Mental Illness Fairy Tales 

There may be others, but those are the ones that come to mind. 

24. We will not be analyzing people.  Only certified psychologist can analyze people and since none of us are certified we cannot. 
25. This course does not address Psychology and the law.  That is an upper level college course. 

26.  I do not directly discuss test-related questions, because I do NOT know what will be tested.  I have no input on the AP Exam; therefore, you have to learn everything, which means you have to take notes.  

27. A good grade in this class is the one you earned by working hard. 

28. Everyone has a different hardest unit. I would pick the brain, but not everyone would choose the same unit. Generally the hardest unit is the one you like the least. 

